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DPLA is partnerships 





Content Hubs



Service Hubs





    12 Content Hubs 
+    9 Service Hubs  
!

     1,300+ Partners





One-to-one partnerships

Service/Content Hub Model



Partners



DPLA is a portal for discovery 















http://dp.la/info/developers/

DPLA is a platform to build upon 







dp.la/apps







Eugene Public Library. ALA Archive, University of Illinois at Urbana–Champaign

DPLA is an advocate for a strong public option 





Andrew Carnegie and wife. Photo by Leslie Jones. 
Copyright (c) Leslie Jones. CC BY-NC-ND.  

Boston Public Library via the Digital Commonwealth 



Benefits of participation

Increased access



Rudolph Volk and Martin Klein in an old automobile, east of St. Peter, Minnesota, 1907?. 
Nicollet County Historical Society via Minnesota Digital Library





Enhanced data

Benefits of participation



Increased visibility

Benefits of participation



“…The library’s holdings, which come from institutions 
ranging from the Smithsonian and the New York Public 
Library to the Minnesota Streetcar Museum and the 
Montana Memory Project, include items in more than 
400 languages…” 
!

April 22, 2014, The New York Times ArtsBeat blog



Increased usage

Benefits of participation



Mountain West Digital Library reports that in the first 
eight months of participation in DPLA, the number of visits 
and the total number of visitors to their site have both 
increased by more than 100%; site visit lengths have 
increased to nearly three minutes per visit.

Minnesota Digital Library saw a 55-percent increase in 
traffic to its repository site since April 2013

DPLA attracted over 1 million unique visitors to its website 
and over 9 million hits to its API (application programming 
interface) in the first year



from a partner’s perspective

Benefits of participation



The end

Questions to: 
amy@dp.la / @rudeamy 
mark@dp.la / @anarchivist



Partners



... leads to diverse metadata

~7.3 million records 
9 metadata schemas 
27 crosswalks representing 1,300+ institutions’ data 
!

!

!

!

!

http://bit.ly/dpla-crosswalks

http://bit.ly/dpla-crosswalks


We need to understand what the metadata is trying to 
tell us before we can transform, normalize, or enrich.

. . . which leads to challenges



Leslie Jones, “Farmer with harvester.” Boston Public Library

HARVESTING METADATA



<subject>Dicotyledonae</subject>!
!
<dc:subject>figures (representations); trees;  
!  vines</dc:subject>!
!
<dc:subject>Korea—History-- Japanese occupations,  
!  1910-1945</dc:subject>!
!
!
<dc:identifier>!
KADA-shyun03-002~1; KADA-shyun03-002~2; KADA-
shyun03-002~3; KADA-shyun03-002~4; KADA-
shyun03-002~5; KADA-shyun03-002~6; KADA-
shyun03-002~7; KADA-shyun03-002~8!
</dc:identifier>!
!
<place>!
! <placeTerm>New York</placeTerm>!
</place>



DPLA is more than a data harvester



The better your data is,  
the more useful it becomes,  
and the more it is used 



Sham Hardy, “Bumblebee, Transformers Toys.”

TRANSFORMING METADATA

https://www.flickr.com/photos/xshamx/5812070481/






JSON-LD



MAPPING TO THE DPLA MAP

http://bit.ly/dpla-crosswalks


We normalize, geocode, and generally enrich your data.





"subject": [!
             {!
               "name": "Postcards--North Carolina"!
             }!
           ]



"spatial": [!
          {!
            "county": "Pasquotank County",!
            "name": "Elizabeth City (N.C.)",!
            "state": "North Carolina",!
            "coordinates": "36.3014984131, -76.2197570801",!
            "country": "United States"!
          },!
          {!
            "county": "Pasquotank County",!
            "name": "Pasquotank County (N.C.)",!
            "state": "North Carolina",!
            "coordinates": "36.2649002075, -76.2491378784",!
            "country": "United States"!
          }



Simple things you can do to 
make your metadata better.



Be a copy cat.

Courtesy The New York Public Library



Populate required and recommended fields.







Be consistent, consistently.



edm:dataProvider

dc:publisher



Control and explain yourself.





<place>!
! <placeTerm>New York</placeTerm>!
</place>



<place>!
! <placeTerm valueURI=“http://sws.geonames.org/5128581">  
    New York</placeTerm>!
</place>



Check your wok.Check your work.



Let it go.


