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Guidelines for technical design

● Try to reflect in implementation that 
rights statements under development 
are not licenses

● Develop as vocabulary for broad reuse, 
following best practices on publication 
of linked data

● Considerations of extensibility
● Provide implementation guidelines for 

aggregators (e.g. DPLA and Europeana) 
and their partners



Overview of data model
● Published as a SKOS vocabulary: http:

//bit.ly/rights-data-model 
● All statements are modeled as both a 

skos:Concept & dct:RightsStatement

● Allows for interoperability with other 
frameworks for rights

http://bit.ly/rights-data-model
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Vocabulary reuse



Vocabulary alignment



Mapping to statements



Mapping to statements



Mapping to statements

skos:Concept
dcterms:RightsStatement



URI/resource structure



Additional metadata



Our infrastructure

● Currently under development by 
contractors

● Web application to host rights 
statements vocabulary following linked 
data best practices

● Designed to provide guidance and 
direction to make easy for both humans 
and machines to “follow their noses” for 
more information



Use in a local context

● Rights statement URIs, with version 
numbers, should be used whenever the 
rights statements are applied

● Can optionally include URIs for human-
readable representations

● Can be used across multiple metadata 
schemas; recommendations 
forthcoming



Example (1)



Example (2)



Example (3)



Technical Working Group

● Valentine Charles (Europeana)

● Esmé Cowles (Princeton University)

● Karen Estlund (Penn State)

● Tom Johnson (DPLA)

● Patrick Peiffer (B.n. de Luxembourg)

● Richard J. Urban (Florida State University)

● Maarten Zeinstra (Kennisland)



Thank You!

Mark A. Matienzo
mark@dp.la
@anarchivist

More information:
● White paper: bit.ly/rstech-whitepaper
● Data model: bit.ly/rights-data-model 
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